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2012 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Oratory Competition


Monday, January 16, 2012 

Contestants Report at 12:15 pm; program starts at 1:00 pm

Publick Playhouse, Cheverly, MD

Sponsored by: Paper Tiger, The Links of Prince Georges County, Attorney Vanessa Scott, and Frontline Security Services 
Purpose:   To honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. through the art of oratorical presentation from our talented youth in this region. 
Eligibility:  Open to orators in 2nd-12th graders and registered community/4-year or vocational college students. 
Registration begins December 5, 2011  -   For registration materials visit:  www

HYPERLINK "http://www.mdoratoryleague.org".

HYPERLINK "http://www.mdoratoryleague.org"mdoratoryleague

HYPERLINK "http://www.mdoratoryleague.org".

HYPERLINK "http://www.mdoratoryleague.org"org  or e-mail drking

HYPERLINK "mailto:drking@mdoratoryleague.org"@

HYPERLINK "mailto:drking@mdoratoryleague.org"mdoratoryleague

HYPERLINK "mailto:drking@mdoratoryleague.org".

HYPERLINK "mailto:drking@mdoratoryleague.org"org.
Competition Levels:  Orators compete in one of the four grade based categories:
	Categories
	Grades
	Competitive Category
	Time Limits

	Elementary
	2nd-5th grade
	Declamation
	2 - 3 minutes

	Middle
	6th-8th grade
	Original Oratory
	3 - 4 minutes

	High School
	9th-12th grade
	Original Oratory
	3.5 - 4 minutes

	College
	-
	Original Oratory 
	4 - 4.5 minutes


Prizes:   A certificate of participation will be awarded to all contestants.  Prizes will be awarded to the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners in each category (elementary, middle, high school and college).
1st Place: 
$300   (4-$100 U.S. Savings bonds)
   sponsor – Paper Tiger
2nd Place:  
$200   (2- $100 U.S. Savings bonds)             sponsor – The Links of Prince Georges County
3rd Place: 
$100   (1- $100 U.S. Saving Bond) 
   sponsor – Attorney Vanessa Scott
General Information:

· Contestants must check in by 12:15 pm to compete.  Contestants who arrive after this time are not guaranteed participation in the competition. Each participant will receive one ticket to present at door upon entrance.
· Contestants 18 years or younger must be accompanied by an adult chaperone, a parent, teacher, or principal.

· Contestants should dress in professional attire that respects the memory of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
· Contestants, parents and chaperones are expected to be respectful of other orators and conduct themselves professionally -representing the morals and values of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and SPEAK! MD Oratory League, Inc.  Any contestant or chaperone that willfully and maliciously harasses intimidates and/or disrespects fellow contestants, chaperons or contest officials will be disqualified.

· The use of props and costumes is not permitted- this is not a dramatic presentation. This is an oratorical competition and the orators must emulate the art of oratory and not drama.  The emphasis of the contest is on the delivery, accuracy a d emotional appeal to the audience. 

· Contestants’ supporters may not videotape competition.  Orators will be disqualified from contest if they, their parents, guardians, teachers or chaperons violate this stipulation.  Personal videos may not be used to dispute or challenge judge rulings.  Professional videos and photos will be made available for purchase. 

· All judges’ rulings are final.

Monday, January 16, 2012 

Contestants Report at 12:15 pm; program starts at 1:00 pm

Publick Playhouse, Cheverly, MD
Declamation - Elementary

Qualifications:  Contestants must be in 2nd, 3rd, 4th or 5th grade during the 2011-2012 academic school year to compete.
Competition Prompt:   Present an excerpt from one of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s speeches.
Category Overview:

Definition: Declamation is the delivering of a speech that was written and delivered by another person. A competitor may choose any speech that was once delivered in public. The purpose of the category is not to give an impersonation of the original speaker; it is to interpret their words in an interesting and convincing manner that fits the individual competitor. The competitor is only required to recreate the general “feel” of the original delivery, not mimic it. This event is an interpretation, not an impersonation.
Style:  The speaker should develop the ability to convey the message in a sincere, honest, and realistic style. The mechanics of speech must be observed faithfully: poise, quality of voice, effectiveness and ease of gesture, emphasis, variety, and enunciation. In addition, the speaker must be able to interpret the meaning of the speech and be able to carry the interpretation over to the minds off the listeners. The speaker must be able to interest the listeners and to hold their attention. 
Purpose:  To develop skill in oratory and presenting a formal on a specific topic and of political, historical, or social significance.
Competition Rules

1. The selection Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. speech used in the completion must have been originally delivered as a      speech by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.    Contestants must submit a copy of the entire Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. speech (highlight the excerpted portion) by fax to 1-877-773-2530 or at SPEAK! MLK workshop on Saturday, January 7, 2012.
2. The contestant must include an introduction in their presentation that names the work, author, and describes the circumstances under which the speech was originally presented. 

3. Dr. King’s words may not be altered for the presentation.  Material being performed at the competition must match the student’s original submission with the registration. 

4. The selection must be memorized. An orator who reads their speech from note cards, paper, electronic apparatus, etc. will be disqualified.  

5. The presentation has a 2-minute minimum; 3 minute maximum with a 30 second grace period.  .25 point deduction will be taken for every 30 seconds over or under the time limit after the 30 second grace period starts (e.g. Speeches that progress past the 3:30 minute time will be penalized .25 points per 30 seconds).

6. The time begins when contestants begin speaking (time includes introduction).

7. A contestant has up to the maximum time limit to recall the speech in the event of a lapse in memory.   After which, if they have not made any attempt to revive the speech, the contestant will be judged on the performance given.  During the competition, the orator may request a 30 second timeout for a penalty of 1 point to regain composure or recover parts of his/her speech.

Monday, January 16, 2012 

Contestants Report at 12:15 pm; program starts at 1:00 pm

Publick Playhouse, Cheverly, MD
Original Oratory   -
Middle School

Qualifications:  Contestants must be in 6th, 7th or 8th grade during 2011-2012 academic school year.
Category Overview: 

Definition of the Category - An oration is expected to be a thoroughly prepared, well-composed, persuasive speech on a topic of significance to general society. A good oration is characterized by vivid and forceful language and appropriate stylistic devices such as metaphor, comparison/contrast, irony, etc. Thoughtfulness in the choice of and approach to the topic and the quality of supporting materials is a necessary part of the good oration.
Purpose: To develop skill in composing and presenting a formal speech on a significant topic.
Competition Prompts:  Prepare an original oratory in response to one of the following questions/statements:
1. What Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s life means to me…” (Expound on what this means to you.)

2. Discuss the importance of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. memorial on the National Mall in Washington, DC. 

3. Dr. Martin Luther King gave a famous speech entitled "I Have a Dream." In this speech, King shared his dream of a world where all people lived in peace and harmony -- regardless of their skin color. Write about a dream you have for making the world a better place.

Competition Rules:

1. The topic of the speech is based on the competition prompt provided by SPEAK! for the middle school level. Speech must be suitable for all audiences. Gratuitous vulgarity is not allowed. Gratuitous vulgarity refers to vulgar, obscene, or profane language or gestures which are included for shock value.

2. The presentation must be an original work, scripted word for word by the speaker.  The contestant must submit a typed copy of the original oratory with the registration materials. Material must be prepared and used for the 2012 Dr. Martin Luther King Oratorical Competition only.  

3. The presentation must be memorized. An orator who reads their speech from note cards, paper, electronic apparatus, etc. will be disqualified.  

4. The presentation has a 3-minute minimum; 4 minute maximum with a 30 second grace period. A .25 point deduction will be taken for every 30 seconds over or under the time limit after the 30 second grace period starts (e.g. Speeches that progress past the 4:30 minute time will be penalized .25 points per 30 seconds).

5. The time begins when contestants begin speaking (time includes introduction).

6. A contestant has up to the maximum time limit of each category to recall the speech in the event of a lapse in memory. After which, if the contestant has not made any attempt to revive speech, they will be judged on the performance given.  During the competition, the orator may request a 30 second timeout for a penalty of 1 point to regain composure or recover parts of his/her presentation.
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Publick Playhouse, Cheverly, MD
ORIGINAL ORATORY
-  High School

Qualifications: Contestants must be in 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grade during 2011-2012 academic school year.
Category Overview 
Definition of the Category - An oration is expected to be a thoroughly prepared, well-composed, persuasive speech on a topic of significance to general society. A good oration is characterized by vivid and forceful language and appropriate stylistic devices such as metaphor, comparison/contrast, irony, etc. Thoughtfulness in the choice of and approach to the topic and the quality of supporting materials is a necessary part of the good oration.
Purpose: To develop skill in composing and presenting a formal speech on a significant topic.
Competition Prompts:    Prepare an original oratory in response to one of the following questions/statements:
1. What will you be able to achieve in your life because of what Dr. King achieved in his life?

2. Discuss your commitment to Dr. King’s philosophy of nonviolence, peaceful acceptance and respect.

3. Imagine that you were Dr. Martin Luther King and could meet privately with President Barack Obama. Identify one problem in your local community that you would discuss with him. Explain why the problem is significant and outline steps that people can take to correct it.

Competition Rules: 

1. The presentation must be an original work, scripted word for word by the speaker.  The contestant must submit a typed copy of the original oratory with the registration materials. Material must be prepared and used for the 2012 Dr. Martin Luther King Oratorical Competition only.  

2. The topic of the speech is based on the competition prompt provided by SPEAK! for the high school level. The speech must be suitable for all audiences. Gratuitous vulgarity is not allowed. Gratuitous vulgarity refers to vulgar, obscene, or profane language or gestures which are included for shock value.

3. The presentation must be memorized. An orator who reads their presentation from note cards, paper, electronic apparatus, etc. will be disqualified.  

4. The presentation has a 3.5-minute minimum; 4 minute maximum with a 30 second grace period. A .25 point deduction will be taken for every 30 seconds over or under the time limit after the 30 second grace period starts (e.g. Speeches that progress past the 4:30 minute time will be penalized .25 points per 30 seconds). 

5. The time begins when contestants begin speaking (time includes introduction).

6. A contestant has up to the maximum time limit of each category to recall the speech in the event of a lapse in memory. After which, if the contestant has not made any attempt to revive speech, they will be judged on the performance given.  During the competition, the orator may request a 30 second timeout for a penalty of 1 point to regain composure or recover parts of his/her speech.

Monday, January 16, 2012 

Contestants Report at 12:15 pm; program starts at 1:00 pm

Publick Playhouse, Cheverly, MD
ORIGINAL ORATORY
-  College
Qualifications: Contestants must be enrolled in a community, vocational or two/four year college during the 2011-2012 academic school year. 
Category Overview 
Definition of the Category - An oration is expected to be a thoroughly prepared, well-composed, persuasive speech on a topic of significance to general society. A good oration is characterized by vivid and forceful language and appropriate stylistic devices such as metaphor, comparison/contrast, irony, etc. Thoughtfulness in the choice of and approach to the topic and the quality of supporting materials is a necessary part of the good oration.
Purpose: To develop skill in composing and presenting a formal speech on a significant topic.
Competition Prompts:    Prepare an original oratory in response to one of the following questions/statements:
1. Describe a wrong or injustice you see in our society as a whole or your community specifically; consider how Dr. King’s legacy would suggest you address this injustice. 

2. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. said: “An individual has not begun to live until he can rise above the narrow horizons of his particular individualistic concerns to the broader concerns of all humanity. Every person must decide, at some point, whether they will walk in the light of creative altruism or in the darkness of destructive selfishness. This is the judgment. Life's most persistent and urgent question is, “What are you doing for others?” How will your college education and career aspirations positively impact our society or their community?

3. Choose one of the quotes below by Martin Luther King Jr. Explain its meaning and discuss how you embody the meaning of this quote in your life. 

· Freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor; it must be demanded by the oppressed.

·  I am not interested in power for power's sake, but I'm interested in power that is moral, that is right and that is good.

· If a man hasn't discovered something that he will die for, he isn't fit to live.

· Love is the only force capable of transforming an enemy into friend.

· Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.

Competition Rules: 

1. The presentation must be an original work, scripted word for word by the speaker.  The contestant must submit a typed copy of the original oratory with the registration materials. Material must be prepared and used for the 2012 Dr. Martin Luther King Oratorical Competition only.  

2. The topic of the speech is based on the competition prompt provided by SPEAK! for the college level. The speech must be suitable for all audiences. Gratuitous vulgarity is not allowed. Gratuitous vulgarity refers to vulgar, obscene, or profane language or gestures which are included for shock value.

3. The presentation must be memorized. An orator who reads their presentation from note cards, paper, electronic apparatus, etc. will be disqualified.  

4. The presentation has a 4-minute minimum; 4.5 minute maximum with a 30 second grace period. A .25 point deduction will be taken for every 30 seconds over or under the time limit after the 30 second grace period starts (e.g. Speeches that progress past the 5:00 minute time will be penalized .25 points per 30 seconds). 

5. The time begins when contestants begin speaking (time includes introduction).

6. A contestant has up to the maximum time limit of each category to recall the speech in the event of a lapse in memory. After which, if the contestant has not made any attempt to revive speech, they will be judged on the performance given.  During the competition, the orator may request a 30 second timeout for a penalty of 1 point to regain composure or recover parts of his/her speech.

SPEAK! MD Oratory League, Inc. reserves the right to amend the rules without notice.


